CHECKSINSIDERT0):

O SEE RA RAY'S "READY, SET, GO ..."
CHALLENGE

O LEARN HOW TO PLAY AN
EXCITING GAME OF SOCCER
BLOCKER!

O LEARN ABOUT CHURCH
PLANTERS AROUND THE WORLD!




ne promise of the Royal
Ambassador Pledge is “to
become a well-informed, responsible
follower of Christ” To accomplish this
part of the Pledge, you have to first become
a follower of Jesus Christ. You must become
a Christian. God loves every person in the world,
including you! He loves you so much that He wants to be
with you forever. But you have a problem. That problem is called
sin. Sin is doing what you want rather than what God wants. Your sin
keeps you from being with God forever. But because God loves you, He
made a way for your sins to be forgiven. God sent His Son, Jesus, to
earth to live and then die for the sins of the world! The good news is
that Jesus died for your sins! He came back to life and is alive today
in heaven. Jesus is now with God. Jesus is the only way we can be
with God.

To be with God forever, you must believe in Jesus. You must
believe that Jesus died for your sins and that He is the only way
for you to be with God. Tell God that you believe in Jesus.
Then you must ask Him to forgive you of all your sins. Tell
God that you know Jesus died for your sins. Once you do
that you promise Him that you will try to do what He
wants you to do. Finally, you ask Jesus to come into your
life to be your Lord and Savior. Jesus
will come in your life and will help
you live for God.

When you do these three
things, you become a Christian. A
Christian chooses to live for God.
He no longer wants to do things
his way but wants to do things

Your sin keeps

you from being

3 with God God’s way. How do we know
forever what God wants? All we have
— Isaiah 59: to do is read the Bible. God

tells us how we should live in
the Bible.
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Fruit-Stand
The Siumper

a-MAZE-ing Sonfer Ball
More Than a Trip ix-up
Violin Lesson

HELLO, RAs!
Are you ready to learn about church
planters this month? Church planters have an
interesting job. They start new churches! It’s like
being at the start of a really long race. To go along with
the idea of starting, our theme this month is, “Ready,
set, go ...” How many times can you find that phrase in
your Crusader magazine! Pay attention! You'll find the
answer on page L14 in Crusader Leader, but don’t
peek until you've searched!

Ready, set, go ...
5 RAY'S RIDDLES

9 RABUZZ

10 ALONG WINTER'S
HIKE PART 2

15 MISSIONARY KIDS
16 GET YOUR GAME ON!
21 PLAYIT
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If you didn’t get a chance for a long time to do something you really enjoyed (like playing

~baseball or eating pizza), would you miss it? Larissa did. She enjoyed playing the violin and
taking violin lessons. She missed it after her family moved to the Czech Republic when
she was H-years old. Her family serves there as church planters.

A friend of Larissa’s family decided to help. She made an appointment for Larissa
at a music school. Larissa didn’t want to disappoint her friend. She decided to be

responsible-and go.

A few days later, Larissa-nervously waited at the music school. VWhy did she agree to

{1 this? She couldn’t even talk to the teacher because she didn’t know the Czech language.
= -What if she didn’t play well? Maybe it wouldn’t be too bad. She would meet the teacher
and playa few songs so the teacher would know her level. Then she could leave. _

Finally, someone directed Larissa and her parents into a room. What a shock!
There were many teachers waiting to hear Larissa play. This was-an audltlon to be
accepted into the music school. Larissa tried not to be nervous:

Larissa performed very well. When she finished, the teachersasked Larissa and her
family to leave the room. After what seemed like forever, the director came out. He
said, "l will call you to tell you if it is possible." '

What did that mean? Did they like her playing or not? All Larissa could do was wait. -

— After two days, the director of the school called. He wanted them to come to the
school the next day. He told them they would find out “if it is p055|ble

At the school, the director still didn’t tell them “yes” or “no’” He led =
Larissa and her parents to a teacher. They hadn’t met her on the first visit. =~
She spoke to them in English. She talked to Larissa about the violin. Then
she asked Larissa’s family why they were in the Czech- —
Republic. They told her they had come to-start
churches. The teacher smiled. She said, ‘I knew

the moment you walked in that you must

be a Christian. | am one also." =
Anything is possible with God.
Not only-did He provide-a-—

way for Larissa to continue

studying violin, but He
-directed her to a
~ Christian teacher who
spoke English.

" 4
| ON-MISSI0
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"Trust in the Lord and d
what i is good" (Psalm
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Larissa still plays the violin. Once a week she goes to orchestra where she met a friend named Vera. Larissa invited
Vera to a camp her family runs. At the camp, they teach the children English. They also tell them about Jesus. Vera
went to a Bible class.at the camp. She decided she wanted to become a Christian.

God used the violin to teach Larissa that He cares about her. Larissa was thankful. She was also responsible. She
used her talent to tell her friend about Jesus.

Are you responsible? Look for ways to use your talents to tell your friends about Jesus. It is possible!

Ready, set, go ...
Doing My Part =~ |

You play a part in the lives of missionaries
when you pray for them.

* Pray for Larissa to continue to be a
responsible witness in her orchestra.

* Pray that many people will learn about
Jesus at the English camps.

* Pray for the Lewis family to be able to
start new churches.

J Can Help, Tool
* | can be responsible to

practice my sport or musical
instrument.

* | can use my hobbies
and talents to meet
new friends.

¢ | can tell the new

friends | meet about Jesus. N —— =

Fun Fads:

e Czech families buy a large carp the week
W before Christmas.The carp lives in
S ; their tub until Christmas day.
Then they eat it.

¢ The word "robot" comes
from the Czech word robota,
which means ‘“hard work.”

* The sugar cube and the soft contact lens
were invented in Czechoslovakia.
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Larissa learned an important lesson because of her violin tryouts. Look at the symbols under the
blanks. Find the symbols on the grid and follow their paths until they intersect. Write the letter at
their intersection on the blanks. The first one is done for you. What did Larissa learn about?
Answer is in Crusader Leader on L14.
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The following

SEND jokes come from
Justin Birdwell. Knock, knock
YOUR He’s an RA from ,

Who’s there!?

RIDDLES TO: gRaintcs :
Thanks, Justin! Don’t cha

RAY'S RIDDLES Don’t cha who?

North American Mission Board

4200 North Point Pkwy
Alpharetta, GA 30022-4176

Or e-mail your riddles/jokes to:
royalambassadors @namb.net

Don’t cha know

you’re supposed to
be an RA?

What runs around
a yard but \
never moves!

A fence »\

-

e

What did the farmer say when he fell off the farm?

| guess I’ll hit the hay.

Why was the
stubborn?

AJ
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ealth care”” He explained to the boys that Christians have a responsibility to

\\/ ta A

wake you early,” Dennis said. “We have eight hours of driving tomorrow. So be responsible and get

- of rest tonight. | don’t want any grumpy passengers.” The boys laughed. They were excited about this trip
with their dad.

The next day Dennis and the boys traveled to Botswana with the rest of a group of Christians. They had 16
people in four vehicles. After a good night’s rest, they went to passport control to get special permission to enter
Zimbabwe. There were many counters with official-looking people. Dennis went to one of these counters. He
asked for the form they needed to cross the border. The guards at the counter did not have the form. They went
from counter to counter trying to find the form. No one had a copy of it. Finally, one of the guards told them to
write their names, addresses, and types of vehicles on a piece of paper. The guards stamped the paper for them.
When they were finished, they had been to four different counters. It took 90 minutes to get the paperwork they
needed, but no one complained.

When they reached the gate at the border; Dennis had to fill out

DOillg My Part more forms and get.travel insurance':..FinaIIy, they were on theil‘" way. It
would be another eight hours of driving before they reached Binga.

You play a part in the lives of As they traveled, the group had to stop at many police roadblocks.

missionaries when you pray for them.  p, |, time they showed their papers and the police let them pass

* Pray for the starving people of through. Everyone was thankful they had been responsible and had
Eimbabwe. gotten all of the correct paperwork. The team arrived in Binga late that

*  Pray for the Janz kids to continue afternoon. Getting to Zimbabwe had been like going through a maze!
geibsiresponsible helpers. Early the next morning, everyone worked hard to load the trucks

* Pray that Dennis and Jody Janz with food. They loaded 500 packages onto the trucks. The packages

will start many new churches in

South Africa. weighed 60 pounds each. After the trucks were loaded, they drove the

food to the starving people and gave it to them. Andy, Josiah, and Caleb
worked hard and did not complain. Everyone worked so well they
finished a day early.

At home Dennis told his wife, “Andy, Josiah, and Caleb never
complained about the temperature, being thirsty, or being hungry. Even —
when we had no electricity, they did not have negative attitudes. They
had positive attitudes about everything.” Dennis was proud of his sons.

They had been responsible helpers.
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PO. Box 5041

Mmabatho 2735 .
Republic of South Africa

rtures/Sorties

A o 8 at wWWb b Onse, ea
o - i | 3 aptlsthObal Ore abo
““..A?,ILMISSION 'B"BI-.E o (Get your Parents’ p’;?r’:";”sf.com, ut them
Ply Yourea oy A ssion fi
Yy )'OUrseIf to 'nstf'Uctlon a':,d I VBRSE ! "'St.)
of knOWIedge" isten to words |

= T —I e B
l{
4 e
e —— N T "
é @”‘ —— \ ’ T
. / T T
; Al s , e,
} _= a o~/ Q}“; A ~ T e ' - ' //
ol A . g —
- e — i-l’___!‘ /
e WWW.ROYALAMBASSADORS.ORG | @)

—_—_" - o



THE

A-MAZE-ING TRIP

Dennis, Andy, Josiah, and Caleb need help getting from their home in
South Africa to Zimbabwe. Help them get their paperwork and
insurance and guide them through the roadblocks so they can deliver
the food to the starving people. Answer is in Crusader Leader on L7.
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The sky was blue and bright, but the air was still cold. The digital thermometer read |12 degrees.
Ben reached for his boots. They were frozen solid. He slid from the warmth of his sleeping bag.
Every inch of him began to shiver. He threw his coat on and looked around the shelter. The girl
was still asleep in his dad’s sleeping bag. She looked much warmer than she had a few hours ago.
Ben crammed his feet into the frozen boots, stood up, and gave them one last stomp to get his
feet inside.

“Thanks for letting us use your sleeping bag,” the man said to Ben. “I’'m not sure we would
have done so well if you and your dad hadn’t helped us.”

“You’re welcome,” Ben said.

The man and Ben’s dad had shoveled snow using a couple of pots, and the snow was now piled
in big walls that came up to the men’s shoulders.

“What are you doing?” Ben asked his dad.

His dad straightened up and wiped his forehead. “We just need to clear the door so we won’t
be trapped inside if it freezes.”

“Now we need to pack snow in these pots and melt it,” Ben’s dad added. “We’re getting short
on water.”

“Pll get my pot, too,” Ben said. Ben rummaged through his pack and pulled out a large silver
cooking pot. The girl in his dad’s sleeping bag was talking on her cell phone. She smiled at him.

Ben rushed outside and packed snow in the pot. He sat it by the fire to start melting it then went
back outside. “I’'m going to collect firewood,” he told his dad. “I think we’ll need some more soon.”

“Alright,” his dad told him. “Just stay on the ridge and don’t go too far.”

Ben was already warming up from packing the snow. He ignored the grumbling in his stomach
as he set off to look for fallen branches and twigs. Everything was white, and the snow buried his
legs with each step, but Ben didn’t feel tired. Instead, he felt excited that he was able to help the
two hikers last night. Giving up his sleeping bag for someone wasn’t easy, but when he saw them
warm inside, he knew what he had done was right.

CRUSADER JANUARY 2012




Soon Ben had carried four loads of firewood from the surrounding area. He piled them 4 feet high
inside the shelter then set out for more. His dad and the man were still digging a path. The girl was
helping them.

“Ben. We're about to have breakfast.”

“OK. I'll just get one more load.”

Finding wood buried in all the snow had been a lot of work. Ben could feel himself heating up
under all his clothes. It made him feel brave as he set off down the ridge for a good piece of
hardwood that would heat up the shelter for hours. He found the perfect branch sticking up from
the snow, with branches shooting out everywhere.

He was glad he’d brought a piece of rope with him. He tied it around the thickest part of the
branch and began to pull. He pulled and pulled and inch-by-inch the large jagged branch moved
through the snow. In a matter of minutes he was walking fast through the hip-deep snow with the
branch cutting its own path behind him. When he arrived at the shelter, his dad and the hikers were
both amazed with what he’d found.

“That looks like good wood,” the man said. The girl was astonished, too.

“Good find, Ben!” said his dad who was finishing the pot of oatmeal for the morning’s breakfast.
“Let’s eat some breakfast and then talk about our plan.”

As the fire roared, the group scraped their bowls clean, drank their coffee and hot chocolate, and
rubbed and blew their hands to keep them warm.

Then Ben’s dad said, “l think we need to make an attempt to hike out today now that we’ve
warmed up and have all eaten.”

This was hard for Ben to hear. They’d be cutting their trip short by three days just to help these
lost hikers. He knew it was absolutely the right thing to do. But before he could say it, his dad
turned to him.

“Ben, | realize this shortens our trip. But | think it’s better for us and for our friends if we all hike
out together.”

Ben and his dad had been planning this trip for months, but helping people who needed it seemed
almost as exciting as spending three more days hiking in the snow.

“l understand,” Ben said, looking down the trail ahead.

What will happen to Ben, his dad, and their new friends on their trip home? N\
Read next month’s Crusader to find out!
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Thousands of soccer fans traveled to South Africa in
2010. They went to the country to watch the World
Cup. It was the first time the World Cup had been held in
an African nation. The entire country burst with excitement
about the games.

Dennis Janz is a church planter in South Africa. He wanted to tell
the soccer fans coming to South Africa about Jesus, but he could not do
the job alone. He asked some volunteer groups to come to South Africa to help
him. One of the groups that came was from Indiana. They were college students
from Graceland Baptist Church.

The mission team from Graceland found creative ways to tell people about Jesus.
They held soccer clinics for children in several villages. Although the weather was freezing
cold, many children came to the clinics. Some of the children came in coats and boots. But
some of the children had very little clothes and no shoes. They did not mind the cold weather.
They were excited to meet the Americans and play soccer.

The American college students taught the children soccer drills. They used a special soccer ball,
called an EvangeBall. The ball had five
different colors: black, red, white, green, and
yellow. The mission team used the colors on
the ball to tell the children how they could
become Christians. They held contests for the
children who came to the clinic. Team members
taught the children how to dribble, pass, and
shoot the ball. Then the children competed to
win the EvangeBalls.

You play a part in the lives of

missionaries when you pray for them.
Pray for the Janz family as they minister to
the people of South Africa.

Pray for volunteer groups who travel to
South Africa to help Mr. Janz.

Pray that God will prepare you to go on a
mission trlp when you have an opportunity.

Miséioﬁafy Den_his JzAmZA’pil_a'ying.'~
soccer with a young boy.
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Some of the children who came to the
soccer clinics were girls. The young women
on the mission team painted their fingernails
for them. They used the same colors as the
EvangeBall on the girls’ fingernails. As they
painted the girls’ fingernails, they told them

about Jesus.
In many villages the people had no
Blood of Christ electricity. They could not see the World Cup
(1 John 1:7) games. The mission team set up a huge screen
on a soccer field in the village so the people
could watch the games.

The mission team also showed a movie about
Jesus. Even though it was freezing cold outside,
the people sat for two hours to see the film.
They were able to hear the story of Jesus’ life in
their own language. One man approached the
team when the movie was finished. He had tears
in his eyes. He was so happy to hear about Jesus.
The man told the students he hoped they showed
the film over and over again so many people
could see it.

Many South Africans heard the story of Jesus
because students from America traveled there. The
students were glad they took the time to go on the
trip. Maybe one day you can go on a mission trip. Be
responsible and start getting ready now. Learn
everything you can about Jesus. Practice telling
others about Him. Then, when the time comes for
you to go, you'll know exactly what to do!
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"He said, 'Even more, those who hear the
word of God and keep it are blessed™
(Luke 11:28).
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SOCCER|BALL

The mission team has a lot of different colored soccer balls.
Now that the kids have finished playing with them, each ball
needs to go back to its correct bag. Match the colors of the
soccer balls with the correct bags by reading the words on
the bags. The colors should match their correct key words.
Answers are in Crusader Leader on L14.

BLOOD SIN FORGIVENESS
OF HEAVEN & CLEANSING cg:;%ﬁ%“

CHRIST
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JANUARY 3
NORTHERNAFRICAAND
THE MIDDLE EAST |

Hi, Crusaders! My name is Joshua*. | am 10
years old and in the fourth grade. | go to a
small school. Children in my class come from
nine different countries. It is fun learning about
their countries. | am close friends with those in
my class.

It is fun eating the food here. About five
people gather around a basket. In the basket is
flat, gray bread. It is sour. On top of the bread
are spicy stews, chickpeas, and lamb. With my
hands | tear off a piece of bread, dip it in the
stew, and eat it. | love the food and eating with
my hands!

My parents serve people who do not
know about Jesus. They do different projects
such as medical clinics, animal clinics, or help
with the schools. We do this to help poor
people. But it also gives us an opportunity to
tell them about God.

Please pray that all the people in my country
will see the JESUS film in their language.

*Name has been changed.

- >y JANUARY 15
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Hi, Crusaders! My name is Ruth.  am |2 years
old and in the sixth grade. | live in Utah. Most
people in Utah are Mormons. | go to public

school. It is hard for me because most of my

friends are not Christians.

When | grow up, | want to be a doctor so |
can help people. | also want to be a
missionary so | can tell others about God.

My parents are missionaries. They are
church planters. This means they help to start
new churches. My dad also helps about 26
other churches in Utah and Idaho. My mom
helps my dad a lot. She also speaks at Hispanic

women's conferences.
\ Please pray for me to not be influenced by
““ my friends who are not Christians. Pray for

my brothers to stay faithful to God. Pray for
my parents as they continue telling others

, @\\L“( ( )/)/ 0 : /parencs |
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIFE

Ready, set, go!

Mark out all the letter B’s. Write the remaining letters on the lines
below to find out some great instructions for life.

"TBBRBUSBTIBBNTBHBELB

BORBDABBNDBD(OB
BBWHBABTIBSGOBOBD"

(Psalm 37:3).

Answer is in Crusader Leader on L14.
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When Rand was a boy like you, he liked to play soccer and swim on the swim team. Rand had
many victories in sports. He would feel happy for a while, but the happiness did not last long.
Rand went to church, but he was not a Christian. He felt empty inside. He thought there was
something more important than being popular and winning at sports.

God had given Rand a love for people from other countries. He had many international
friends when he was in college. He loved meeting new people. Rand wasn’t a Christian yet,

but he liked doing the kinds of things missionaries do! God was getting Rand ready!
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While he was in college, some friends told Rand how much God loved him. He realized he
needed to get forgiveness for his sin. One night, Rand prayed to become a Christian. Rand
F BT began to change for the better. Following God made him happy.

In the years after college, Rand grew in his faith. Then, Rand went on a mission trip. A
- missionary told him there were almost no Christians in the giant city where he was serving.
] n Rand stood on top of a hill and saw thousands of red-clay rooftops. To Rand, every one
of those rooftops stood for people who did not know Jesus. God was showing Rand He
wanted him to be a missionary. Not only did God equip Rand, he gave him the desire to be a
missionary. Rand was ready, and now he was set to go ...
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Today, Rand is a missionary in India. His job is to start new churches. Rand gives the people
Bibles in their own language. He teaches them what the Bible says. Rand can do this because
he has worked very hard to learn the language of the people where he serves. He says the
people welcome him with a big grin when they hear he can speak their language. It also
makes it easier for Rand to tell them about Jesus. Learning the language of the people was
his responsibility so the people he serves could understand him. Rand challenges RAs to be
responsible, too.
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HERE'S HOW YOU CAN FOLLOW RAND’S
“READY, SET, CO” FORMULA:

Spend time reading your Bible.

Pray and wait patiently for God to
show you what he wants you to do
with your life.

Serve God in your home,
neighborhood, and school.
Tell other people Jesus loves ¢
them, and show them by

how you treat them.

.

4 Missionary Mailbox:
, fruitinasia@gmail.com leNg Mq r.IEIl't

You play a part in the lives of missionaries
when you pray for them. |77,
* Pray that God will send Rand helpers.

* Pray that the peoplé Rand tréins wil
do what they are taught: |

* Pray for people in Souht Asia who do not
have clean water to drinky |
i
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Crack the code to find ways Rand says RAs can be responsible witnesses for Christ.
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SOCCER BLOCKER

RAs have a responsibility to work with others in sharing Christ. Get some
of your RA buddies to help you share Christ while you play Soccer Blocker
with your friends who are not Christians.



Write your funniest joke in the space below. Make
sure your friends write a joke, too. Ask your RA
leader to send your jokes to the address below.
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|| || || |||| Ray's Riddles

Crusader magazine
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